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Anger is represented by detestation of the opposition; this is
true, irrespective of the Tightness or wrongness of our cause.
But it is Desire-Attachment in this case which incites us, and
forms the substance of our loyalties and readiness for self-
sacrifice. From a Buddhist point of view the whole business
is corrupt through and through. The same ought to hold good
from a Christian point of view, were it not for the fact that
many of the Christian churches have been only too willing to
make things easy for those who actually treat Attachment and
Indignation-Anger as things worthy of encouragement and who,
for the sake of obtaining speedy results, are willing to resort
to the demagogue's appeal to Ignorance.

Every poison has its appropriate antidote. For Ignorance
the antidote is Knowledge, Just Views, Awareness. For Desire-
Attachment the antidote is Non-Attachment, including aban-
donment of ignorant belief in a permanent individual self. For
Anger the antidote is loving-kindness and a consistent refusal
to inflict suffering.

Love, Charity or Compassion is the first-fruit of Knowledge.
We have seen how, in spite of moments of pleasurable delu-
sion, life in the Round is lamentable. All find themselves in
the same quandary, from the most carefree of gods to the
most tortured of fiends. No one is favoured; to each one
comes his turn. This, logically, makes us all brothers: there
is not one corner of the Universe undeserving of pity. Who-
ever stops to contemplate the crowds frantically chasing the
will-o'-the-wisp of happiness, or falling over one another as
they turn and flee from a suffering which they believe to be
external to themselves, cannot but be seized with boundless com-
passion.

" That which makes one weep/' said St. Marpa, " is the
thought that all creatures could be Buddha, that they know
it not and die in suffering ... If that is what you are weep-
ing about, you should go on ever weeping without pause.'* So,
also, wrote a Chinese sage: " With an understanding of the
impermanent nature of all things, devoid of reality in them-
selves and subject to pain, rises the sun of .true wisdom . . ,
Go on with hearts overflowing with compassion; in this world
that is rent by suffering, be instructors and wherever the dark-
ness of Ignorance may happen to reign, kindle there a torch."

There is a close connexion between the idea of Compassion